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NSS Bird Group Records Committee Submission Form  
 
Species: White-bellied Woodpecker 

Number of 

birds: 

1 Age / Sex: - 

Locality: Upper Seletar Reservoir Park Carpark C 

Date(s): 2020 July 3 

Time(s): 0740 

Duration: 1 min 

Earlier / later dates 

by others, if known: 

NIL 

First / last dates, if 

known: 

NIL 

Observer: Sin Yong Chee Keita, Tan Hui Zhen 

Address: NUS Science Drive 4 

Optical aids used: NIL 

Distance from bird: Less than 50m 

Weather/tide 

conditions: 

Sunny 

Previous experience: Yes, from Peninsula Malaysia, Thailand and Riau Archipelago 

Experience with 

similar species: 

Have encountered all lowland woodpeckers in Peninsula Malaysia before 

Who found it: Sin Yong Chee Keita, Tan Hui Zhen Who identified it: Sin Yong Chee Keita, Tan Hui Zhen 

Other Observers: Laura Berman 

 
 

Was it photographed: No 

Name of 

photographer: 

NIL 

Was it trapped / 

ringed: 

NIL 

Name of ringer: NIL 

Calls: Only calls heard. Refer to descriptions below. 

Is this record 100% 

certain: 

No. 

Any who disagree: Well, myself. 
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Description: Please include an account of the relevant circumstances of the observation and a detailed description of 

the bird(s), preferably based on notes taken at the time of the observation before reference to any literature. Please 

attach copies of the original field notes / photographs where possible. 

 

While conducting fieldwork, Tan Hui Zhen and I heard what I identified as a White-bellied Woodpecker at 0740 at Upper 

Seletar Reservoir carpark C. 

 

The bird called >6 times consistently and the call we heard sounded pretty much identical to xeno-canto recording: XC158469, 

which we played and verified with on the spot. 

 

I immediately played back the above XC recording but was not able to get any response. I subsequently used playbacks every 

hour until 1240 but did not hear it again. 

 
There were Long-tailed Macaques Macaca fascicularis and a flock of Pin-striped Tit-babbler Macronus gularis in our 

immediate vicinity as well as at least one Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus in the general area. While the 

drongos are known to exhibit vocal mimicry, I have no experience with any copying the White-bellied Woodpecker’s call (or 

neither do I know if they even do that). I am unsure if the Pin-striped Tit-babbler or Long-tailed Macaques are known to 

produce any sounds with similar intensity and consistency as the woodpecker. 

 

I would have confidently identified what I heard as a White-bellied Woodpecker had I heard it anywhere else in its known 

range, but given that it is a rarity in Singapore and that I was unable to get any sound recordings nor visuals, this record is best 

left treated as unconfirmed. This report nevertheless aims to serve as a formal record of this sighting. 

 

Identification (Please mention possible confusion species, especially commoner ones, and how these 

were eliminated) 

 
No other birds in the region sound similar to this species. However, the lack of visuals and sound recordings unfortunately 

make it difficult to confirm this record. 

 

Please send the completed form, together with photos, videos, sketches, sound recordings, etc, to: 

ibisbill@yahoo.com 
 

mailto:ibisbill@yahoo.com

