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NSS Bird Group Records Committee Submission Form  

 

Species: Oriental Plover Charadrius veredus 

Number of 

birds: 

1 Age / Sex: Immature 

Locality: Chek Jawa, Pulau Ubin 

Date(s): 19 October 2020 

Time(s): Roughly 17.30 to 18.15 

 

Duration: About 45 minutes 

Earlier / later dates 

by others, if known: 

Also seen on 20 October. Tides after this date were unsuitable for viewing shorebirds from Chek 

Jawa for the rest of the month. 

First / last dates, if 

known: 

19 – 20 October 2020 

Observer: Richard W. White 

Address:   

 

Optical aids used: 25 – 50 x spotting ‘scope 

Distance from bird: Probably around 500 metres when first found – near the sand bar. It gradually moved closer – 

probably 200 metres at closest. 

Weather/tide 

conditions: 

Afternoon sun from behind the observers – good light. 

 

 

 

 

 

Previous experience: I have seen the species previously in Bali four years ago.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Experience with 

similar species: 

I have extensive experience of other plover species. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Who found it: RWW Who identified it: RWW 

Other Observers: Oliver Tan, Martin Kennewell, David Tan et al. 

 

 

 

Was it photographed: Yes 

 

Name of 

photographer: 

RWW 
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Was it trapped / 

ringed: 

No 

Name of ringer: N/A 

Calls: Silent 

Is this record 100% 

certain: 

Yes 

Any who disagree: No 

 

 

Description: Please include an account of the relevant circumstances of the observation and a detailed description of the 

bird(s), preferably based on notes taken at the time of the observation before reference to any literature. Please attach 

copies of the original field notes / photographs where possible. 

 

Circumstances (Explain how you first saw the bird, how long you watched it for, etc) 

 

We arrived at Chek Jawa on an afternoon falling tide to search for shorebirds in the hope of something scarce among the 

commoner waders. As the tide dropped, the number of birds increased until there were about 1000 shorebirds on the intertidal 

area. We began the process of counting and routinely scanning the masses for something more unusual. 

 

After about an hour I found an unusual wader that I immediately identified as an Oriental plover and drew the attention of the 

others to the bird, at almost the same moment as OT saw the bird. MK and DT also quickly got onto the bird and all agreed 

with the identification. We continued to watch the bird for the next 45 minutes or so, during which time it gradually moved 

closer to the observers. 

 
Posture, size, shape, behaviour (including interactions with other birds, voice, etc) 

 

A typical Charadrius plover but a large one, appearing significantly larger – maybe 20% bigger - than the Lesser sand plovers 

nearby. It approached the size of a Pacific golden plover, and was obviously smaller than a Grey plover. The bird generally had 

a relatively long-necked, head-up, alert, posture. Not a squat bird, unlike some plovers. 

 

It fed actively on the intertidal area in the typical manner of a plover, standing and watching, occasionally a few steps or a 

short run and a peck/probe.  

 

Physical Description 

 

BARE PARTS: Short straight dark bill. Eye dark. Long, conspicuously yellow, legs. 

 

HEAD & UPPERPARTS: All were warm buffy-brown. Subtle scaling on the upperparts was visible when the bird was closest, 

but not when the bird was distant. The bird had a pale supercilium, more obvious in front of the eye and meeting above the bill 

as a conspicuous whitish forehead. Flight feathers darker than the rest of upperparts on the folded wing. 

 

UNDERPARTS: Throat and chest were a similar colour to the upperparts but slightly paler. The bird had a distinct breast 

band, contrasting to paler whitish belly and vent. 

  

In flight the underwing was noticeably dark grey, contrasting with pale underparts. 

 
 

Identification (Please mention possible confusion species, especially commoner ones, and how these were eliminated) 

 

Clearly a mid-size-plover, larger than the nearby Lesser sand plovers but not as large as the Grey plovers. I don’t think there 

are any other plovers that can be considered as confusion species for an Oriental plover in this plumage. The outside chance of 

a Caspian plover could be considered, but discounted due to the yellow leg colour of this bird – a Caspian plover would have 

darker legs. 

 

The record is backed up with images (see links below). Two of the observers have previous experience with the species. The 

bird was seen by a number of additional observers on 20th without anyone questioning the identification.  

 

 
 

For additional information please see eBird checklist here: 
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https://ebird.org/checklist/S75084109 

 

And Facebook post here: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/birdsightings/permalink/2871801973038804 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Please send the completed form, together with photos, videos, sketches, sound recordings, etc, to: ibisbill@yahoo.com 

 

https://ebird.org/checklist/S75084109
https://www.facebook.com/groups/birdsightings/permalink/2871801973038804
mailto:ibisbill@yahoo.com

