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NSS Bird Group Records Committee Submission Form 

Species: Eurasian Sparrowhawk 

Number of 

birds: 
1 Age / Sex: Juvenile, female 

Locality: Singapore, Tuas, Tuas View Lane 

Date(s): 14th November 2010 

Time(s): 11:57-12:00 

Duration: 3 minutes 

Earlier / later dates 

by others, if known: 
 

First / last dates, if 

known: 
 

Observer: Martti Siponen 

Address:  

Optical aids used: Binoculars 10x, Camera 800 mm x 1,6 crop factor 

Distance from bird: about 100 meters 

Weather/tide 

conditions: 
Clear and sunny 

Previous experience: Eurasian Sparrowhawk: most commonly seen raptor in Finland, I’ve been watching birds since 1971. 

Experience with 

similar species: 
South-East Asian sparrowhawks: at the time of observation about 1,5 years. After that I’ve been 

spending 1-1,5 month per year watching raptors in South-East Asia. 

Who found it: Martti Siponen Who identified it: Martti Siponen 

Other Observers: No 
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Was it photographed: Yes 

Name of 

photographer: 
Martti Siponen 

Was it trapped / 

ringed: 
No 

Name of ringer: No 

Calls: No 

Is this record 100% 

certain: 
Yes. Identification confirmed also by Dick Forsman (author of book “The Raptors of Europe and The 

Middle East, A Handbook of Field Identification”), ID based on photos 

Any who disagree: None 

Description: Please include an account of the relevant circumstances of the observation and a detailed description of 

the bird(s), preferably based on notes taken at the time of the observation before reference to any literature. Please attach 

copies of the original field notes / photographs where possible. 

Circumstances (Explain how you first saw the bird, how long you watched it for, etc) 

I was watching raptors (mainly local ones as no migration) on Tuas View Lane 9:10-12:15. Just before noon I found 

a perched sparrowhawk on grassland. After I got few photos it flew away. Not any memories of the flight. 

The photos were taken 11:57:33-11:59:38. Totally 11 photos, similar to these attached here. The bird was totally 

visible only three minutes. 

During the observation time the ID was left open (sparrowhawk ssp) due my little experience of local 

sparrowhawks when perched. And noted to my record book that photo exists.  But already that time the ID was 

assumed to be possible Eurasian Sparrowhawk. Then the bird and photo was ‘forgotten’ to my archives. And 

found again this year. 

Posture, size, shape 

Upright position, small sized raptor. Shape of typical sparrowhawk. 

Behaviour (including interactions with other birds, voice, etc) 

Looking disturbed by my presence. No interactions with other birds noted. Silent. 

Physical Description 

BARE PARTS: 

Bill bluish grey with black tip. Cere dull yellow. Iris yellow as also eye ring 

HEAD: 

Dark brown slightly streaked crown. Whitish very prominent long supercilium, widest at the end. Dark 

brown ear coverts and upper cheek. Lower part of cheeks and throat whitish with diffuse brownish 

streaking. Nape with brown and whitish streaking. 

UPPERPARTS: 

Dark brown upperparts with rufous paler weather tips. 

UNDERPARTS: 

Upper breast whitish with spotted coarse rufous brown barring with darker edges. 

Lower breast with more uniform brown barring on whitish base. As well as belly. 

IN FLIGHT: 
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Identification (Please mention possible confusion species, especially commoner ones, and how these 

were eliminated) 

The combination of head pattern, supercilium, breast barring and finely streaked throat (no mesial stripe) 

eliminates juvenile Japanise Sparrowhawk as well as all the other local South-East Asian sparrowhawk 

species. 

The dark brown upperparts with rufous weather tips and type of breast barring indicates juvenile. 

More regular upper breast barring and size indicates female. 

Please send the completed form, together with photos, videos, sketches, sound recordings, etc, to: 

ibisbill@yahoo.com 



 
 



 
 


