Nature Society (Singapore)’s Position on Bukit Brown

Summary
The Bukit Brown Cemetery has garnered a good deal of attention recently
following the announcement of plans to build a road that will serve as an
improved alternative to Lornie Road as an integral component of Singapore’s
Outer Ring Road System. The Nature Society (Singapore) has studied the natural
heritage of the Bukit Brown for over twenty years and feels that alternatives to
current plans for the area can be considered; alternatives that will boost the
already‐substantial value of the area to Singaporeans and to the nation’s natural
heritage without unduly compromising the integrity of Singapore’s road and
transportation network. We believe that gains in ecosystem services,
sustainability of our threatened natural heritage, and enhanced educational and
recreational opportunities for Singaporeans can more than justify seeking
alternatives to current plans for the area.
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I. Background

Map 1
The nature area of attention is the general area bounded by Kheam Hock
Road, the Pan‐Island Expressway (PIE), Thomson Road and Lornie Road,
excluding the Police Academy, the Singapore Polo Club, the Caldecott Hill Estate,
and the Caldecott Broadcast Centre, but including the Mount Pleasant Road
housing estate (refer to Map 1).
The area is estimated to be about 233 hectares in size. Over the decades,
wild vegetation such as the following trees ‐ Terentang (Campnosperma
auriculatum), Giant Mahang (Macaranga gigantea), Waringin (Ficus benjamina),
Albizia (Paraserianthes falcataria), African Tulip (Spathodea campanulata) – and
many others have colonized and proliferated all over the cemetery, transforming
a large part of it into woodlands interspersed with patches of grasslands and
scrubland. For the past twenty years it has officially been recognised for its
aesthetic and heritage value.
In 1991, the area bounded by Dunearn Rd, Whitley Rd, Mt Pleasant Rd,
Thomson Rd, Lornie Rd, and the PIE was designated a Tree Conservation Area
under the Parks and Trees (Preservation of Trees) Order (1991) of the Parks and
Trees Act (Chapter 216, Section 5 (1). The Order stipulates that no person shall,
without the written permission of the Commissioner of Parks and Recreation,
“fell or cut any tree with a girth exceeding one metre growing on any vacant land
or such other land as the Minister may, by order published in the Gazette,
designate as a tree conservation area unless the felling or cutting is: a) for the
prevention of imminent danger; or b) in compliance with any obligation imposed
by any written law.” The girth of a tree is stipulated to be “measured half metre
from the ground”.

2

Bukit Brown is one of 28 sites listed in the Nature Society’s Master Plan
for the Conservation of Nature in Singapore (1990), recognised for its
considerable ecological and biodiversity value. It is home to diverse wildlife,
serves as a buffer for the adjoining Nature Reserve, and has even more potential
if managed actively.
With information gained though monitoring over the years, its
importance for nature conservation was emphasized again in the Nature
Society’s Feedback for the InterMinisterial Committee Project on
Sustainable Singapore: A Lively and Liveable City (2009)
II. Ecosystem Services

Woodland Scenes HCHo

The lush greenery of Bukit Brown, of which a greater portion is wooded,
provides important eco‐system services benefitting all Singaporeans. These
values are of greater significance with the relentless rapid and widespread
development all over Singapore. Large patches of wooded areas such as Bukit
Brown, Khatib Bongsu, Bidadari (the former Muslim cemetery), Clementi
Woodlands, and similar places are now becoming very scarce and their
preservation should be a priority as these invaluable functions promote the well‐
being of all Singaporeans, irrespective of whether they are rich in biodiversity or
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not. The bonus is that Bukit Brown as well as the other wooded areas mentioned
above is rich in biodiversity (see below) and serves to protect and make more
sustainable and biodiverse the Nature Reserve area that it sits next to.
a) Carbon Sequestration
Bukit Brown together with the other large patches of wooded areas
contributes to the sequestration of carbon in Singapore. Singapore’s eco‐
footprint is on par with that of the First World nations. It is enlightening to
consider the eco‐footprint statistics from the results of a study on 153 out of the
world’s 185 countries by the Global Footprint Network (Ecological Footprint
Atlas, 2010). Singapore’s eco‐footprint of consumption per person comes to
5.34 global hectares (gha), larger than the eco‐footprint of highly developed and
industrialized nations such Germany (5.08), UK (4.89), South Korea (4.87), Japan
(4.73) and others.
Although the total wooded areas for Singapore is rather small compared to
other nations, their contribution as a carbon sink is proportionately greater in
terms of the nations’ area of 700‐plus square kilometers or even in terms of
population size. This is considering the fact that a collaborative satellite study by
the Centre for Remote Imaging, Sensing & Processing (CRISP), National
University of Singapore (NUS) and the National Parks Board (NParks) has shown
that 47% of Singapore is still green, which comes to almost half of Singapore’s
total land area (The Straits Times, 2008: 25 June). Only 10 per cent of this green
area is designated as nature reserves and public parks combined, of which
nature reserves constitute a mere 4.5 per cent (MEWR, 2009).
We should here take up the challenge of becoming not just a red dot but a
shining red dot to the world. Such a contribution is all the more significant in
light of the fact that climate experts have predicted that the world has a very
short span of time left, and this may probably be as little as five years, to take
action to limit the increase of the global mean temperature to two degrees
Celsius above pre‐industrial levels, beyond which the world will be facing the
point of no return in terms of extreme catastrophic consequences generated by
climate change (International Energy Agency: World Energy Outlook, 2011)
Apart from planting more trees, the crisis of global warming calls urgently
for the protection of existing forests and greenery so that the further release of
CO2 can be reduced. The consequences of climate change such as rising sea levels
and food crises will inevitably have a major impact on Singaporeans. Could we
not also support and participate in the compensation programme called
Reducing Emission from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD), the
most promising programme to have been mooted and worked out in the 2009
Conference of Parties (COP) in Copenhagen, despite the absence of any legally‐
binding outcome?
b) Natural AirConditioner
It is generally recognized that areas of greenery serve as natural air‐
conditioners through the process of transpiration when water vapour is released
from parts of plants into the air, producing a cooling effect. As Singapore
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becomes more and more urbanized, with the clearance of woodlands and other
greenery, the predominance of concrete causes a ‘heat island’ effect, resulting in
a greater dependence on artificial air‐conditioners, which are extremely costly
and a source of air pollution. Natural or dense woodlands due to their greater
‘leaf area index’, have a substantial capacity to moderate ambient temperatures.
This becomes increasingly urgent as global warming intensifies.
c) Rainfall Sponge
Wooded areas helps to soak up the rainfall and allow a slower percolation
of water into the ground, preventing rapid run‐off and soil erosion. This can help
in preventing or reducing floods, especially in the urban and suburban zones.
The disastrous flooding in Bangkok and other developed areas of Thailand in
October 2011 should be a lesson to us, not to mention the spate of localised
flooding events in Singapore in recent times.
d) The City Biodiversity Index
Carbon storage and the cooling effect of vegetation and regulation of
water quality/ flow are used as indicators for the City Biodiversity Index,
formulated in Singapore (2009) under the auspices of Ministry of National
Development/National Parks Board and accepted by UN as a user manual for
cities worldwide. It will be a huge achievement for Singapore if the manual is
seriously and consistently applied in its original home. The index is an important
part of the UN’s programme for the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
in the thrust towards sustainable development. Singapore ratified the CBD in
1995 and we can set a great example for others by raising our index for healthy
biodiversity whilst maintaining our thrust towards sustainable development.
III. Biodiversity
Nature Society has been monitoring the birdlife of Bukit Brown for a good
number of years, predating even the formulation of the Master Plan (1990), and
has a great deal of information on this animal group. The diversity of the birdlife
is a good indicator of the health of an ecosystem, as birds are generally regarded
as being at various trophic levels of the food‐chain, going for a wide variety of
food sources ‐‐‐ fruits, honey, invertebrates and other smaller vertebrates.
a) Bird Species Recorded
Refer to the separate checklist of birds for Bukit Brown. Ninety (90)
resident & migrant species have been recorded, which amounts to 25% of the
total bird species recorded in Singapore (364 species, Nature Society’s Checklist
2007). This is very impressive given that the area is a cemetery with mainly a
woodland habitat.
b) Nationally Threatened Species
Thirteen (13) bird species found in Bukit Brown are listed in the
Singapore Red Data Book (RDB, 2008) as nationally threatened. These are:
1) Red Junglefowl (endangered)
2) White‐bellied Woodpecker (rare/critically endangered)
3) Rusty‐breasted Cuckoo (endangered)
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4) Violet Cuckoo (endangered
5) Spotted Wood Owl (rare/critically endangered)
6) Blue‐crowned Hanging Parrot (endangered)
7) Thick‐billed Green Pigeon (endangered)
8) Red‐legged Crake (vulnerable)
9) Changeable Hawk Eagle (endangered)
10) Oriental Magpie Robin (endangered)
11) White‐rumped Shama (rare/critically endangered)
12) Straw‐ headed Bulbul (endangered)
13) Black‐headed Bulbul (rare/critically endangered)

Changeable Hawk Eagle David Tan

White‐bellied Woodpecker Jimmy Chew

Straw‐headed Bulbul Jimmy Chew

The sightings of so many nationally threatened bird species, amounting to
23 per cent of the 56 species listed in the RDB, make Bukit Brown an important
site for national biodiversity conservation. Four of these are rare and critically
endangered and are in urgent need of conservation action to prevent them from
going extinct ‐‐‐ especially the White‐bellied Woodpecker, where at most four (4)
birds were recorded for the whole of Singapore in the last decade (Yong, 2011).
The Changeable Hawk Eagle, an endangered species, uses the woodland for
nesting. A recent study estimated that the total breeding population for
Singapore is only nine (9) pairs (Tan, 2011).
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c) Forest Species: Extended Habitat/Foraging Ground
From the records given in the Checklist (refer to the Appendix), Bukit
Brown serves as an important extended habitat or foraging ground for many
forest‐associated species. A total of forty‐eight (48) such species is recorded, and
this constitutes almost 50 per cent of the total species recorded there. This is
highly impressive for a woodland area like Bukit Brown, which was originally
very open and covered with graves almost everywhere. Out of these 48 species,
four (4) are rare and fifteen (15) uncommon. (Refer to the Appendix summary
for the forest‐associated species listed as rare and uncommon). More impressive
is the fact that the area has attracted so many threatened bird species without
any active biodiversity‐related management of the area. Purposeful and
thoughtful management of the area can lead to it becoming even more valuable
for sustaining a sizeable portion of Singapore’s threatened wildlife.
Examples of these forest‐associated species, whether rare, uncommon or
common, are:
1) White‐bellied Woodpecker
2) Banded Bay Cuckoo
3) Violet Cuckoo
4) Chestnut‐bellied Malkoha
5) White‐rumped Shama
6) Greater Coucal
7) Orange‐bellied Flowerpecker
8) Asian Fairy Bluebird
9) Black‐headed Bulbul
10) Dark‐necked Tailorbird

Thick‐billed Green Pigeon
Jimmy Chew

Black‐headed Bulbul
Georgina Chin
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Blue‐throated Bee‐eater
Jimmy Chew

Rufous Woodpecker
LeeTK

Common Hill Myna
LeeTK
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d) Stepping Stone to the Southern Parks and Ridges

Map 2
Given that Bukit Brown lies to the south of and very close to the Central
Catchment Nature Reserve, it also serves as an important first stepping stone for
the dispersal of birds and other wildlife from the CCNR to the southern parks
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(e.g. Botanic Gardens, Malcolm Park, Istana) and woods all the way to the
Southern Ridges (Labrador, Kent Ridge, Mount Faber, Telok Blangah, Sentosa).
Dispersal to the Southern Ridges from the Indonesian islands of Bintan and
Batam is difficult or unlikely for many species given the watery distance
separating them from Singapore’s nearest shoreline. Unlike migratory species,
many of these resident tropical forest species are not born with the instinct to fly
extremely long distances in a continuous flight.
Two series of stepping‐stones are possible, (refer to Map 2):
1) Through the Kheam Hock Woods, Botanic Gardens, Dempsey Village, Holland
Woods, Portsdown parkland on the south‐west
2) Through Malcolm Park, Goodwood Hill, Istana, Fort Canning, Pearl’s Hill,
Spottiswoode Park on the south‐east.
These southern parks and ridges have secondary forest areas and some
forest‐associated bird species, such as Abbot’s Babbler, Olive‐winged Bulbul,
Banded Woodpecker, Greater Coucal, Greater Racket‐tailed Drongo, Dark‐necked
Tailorbird, among others, that are hanging on for survival in the pockets of
denser greenery. Although these forest areas are generally smaller and not as
dense as those in the Central Catchment, the forest‐associated species found in
these areas are usually more tolerant of the degraded forest habitat.
The two series of stepping‐stones serve as important links for the
regeneration of such birdlife. Examples of resident forest‐associated bird species
suspected to have used or that can benefit from these series of stepping‐stones
are:
1) Long‐tailed Parakeet
2) Blue‐crowned hanging Parrot
3) Rufous Woodpecker
4) Banded Woodpecker
5) Blue‐throated Bee‐eater
6) Thick‐billed Green Pigeon
7) Common Hill Myna
8) Changeable Hawk Eagle
9) Greater Racket‐tailed Drongo
10) Oriental Pied Hornbill
11) Olive‐winged Bulbul
A flock of six (6) Oriental Pied Hornbills was sighted recently (November
2011) at Nassim Road close to the Botanic Gardens and these birds may have
moved south through Bukit Brown from the Central Catchment Forest, where the
species has an expanding population.
IV) Nature Society’s Recommendations
While the Nature Society recognises the fact that Singapore cannot continue to
grow as a country and as a society without future building and infrastructure
projects that benefit the nation, we believe that in the case of Bukit Brown a
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compelling case can be made for modifying existing plans for the area. There are
obvious ecological, cultural, and recreational benefits for leaving Bukit Brown as
intact as possible. Furthermore we believe that these need not necessarily
require trade‐offs that will leave motorists and residents of the area
inconvenienced. Alternative options are presented that may result in a situation
that on balance exceeds both what currently exists and is planned for the area.
a) Heritage Park

Equestrians on the move

HCHo

Birdwatchers & a Cyclist enjoying a chat

Jimmy Chew
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Walking the dogs

Jimmy Chew

The Society advocates that the entire 233 hectares of Bukit Brown be
designated as a heritage park with the cultural and nature/ecological
components integrated as one entire entity, allowing for recreational facilities
and activities, where these can be in harmony with the heritage dimension of the
park. These include horse‐riding, strolling, hiking, cycling, among many other
activities. Certain parts of the park may have to be cleaned and tidied up and
some amenities set up to allow for visitor access, convenience and comfort. The
heritage park could eventually be proposed to the UN as a UNESCO World
Heritage site to attract tourists and other visitors, but more importantly to
showcase the surprising cultural, historical, and biodiversity wealth that
Singapore holds.
As the HDB housing estate planned for the area is to be established in
approximately 30 years’ time, it is at this stage extremely premature to install
extensive infrastructure (e.g., roads, MRT station) into the area; these would in
effect pre‐empt future choices, which will be unfair to younger generations.
People’s needs and wants change over time and what is seen as urgent now may
not be so in five or more years down the road. Several significant U‐turns in
government policies (such as the two‐is‐enough policy for population growth) of
decades past are lessons to be learnt as to the practicality of some forms of
extremely long‐term planning. We hereby urge that alternative sites that are
brownfield areas be looked into if there is really a need for such housing in the
future.
b) Need for an EIA
As the area has so much at stake in terms of the wildlife and cultural heritage,
there is obviously a necessity for an environmental impact assessment for both
the planned freeway and the new township.
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c) Gantry at Lornie Road
As for the projected new 2‐km expressway with eight lanes cutting
though a part of Bukit Brown, we urge that it be put on hold and a gantry be put
up at Lornie Road for a trial run. Congestion is probably due to drivers choosing
Lornie Road to avoid the gantry fee at the Central Expressway (CTE). We should
not be in a hurry to build the expressway ‐‐‐ given that so much is at stake at
Bukit Brown, which once destroyed cannot be resurrected. A lesson can be
learnt from the construction of the Bukit Timah Expressway (BKE), in which the
construction of an expensive eco‐link across the expressway is now being
implemented to act as a wildlife corridor and to prevent further animal roadkills.
d) Thomson RoadPolice Academy Alternative
The Land Transport Authority (LTA) should additionally explore one
other alternative route to ease the congestion at Lornie Road ‐ expanding
Thomson Road into the small patch of greenery from Marymount junction to the
PIE junction on the side of the SLF & MCYS building, and then from there joining
the PIE through the Police Academy compound. Also, the PIE has room to expand
on the side of Kopi Sua cemetery from Onraet Road to the Mount Pleasant
overpass. This would be attractive to drivers staying at Upper Thomson,
Sembawang, Bishan, Braddell, and Toa Payoh, who use Lornie Road as a
throughway, given that there are no developments along the road save for small
housing enclaves on either end of it.
Alternative Route to Consider (Google map: not referred to in text)
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e) Suggestions for Sustainable Environmental Measures
If traffic congestion still persists after trying the gantry, and if after very
serious and detailed considerations no other alternative routes are possible, we
should explore the possibility of an expressway in the form of a non‐surface
alternative. We hereby urge the following non‐surface alternatives for
consideration:
1) Use a viaduct partially or all the way.
2) Go underground partially or all the way ‐‐‐ even if this entails opening up the
ground for construction.
Additionally, if the eight‐lane expressway is chosen, hopefully with the
non‐surface routes, Lornie Road should be:
1) Downgraded to a smaller road;
2) Dismantled completely along the stretch where there is no housing
estate so as to allow for connectivity between Central Catchment Nature
Reserve and Bukit Brown for wildlife and recreational movement on the ground.
A new expressway running all the way on the surface, as planned by LTA,
will only add another obstacle to the existing Lornie Road barrier for
recreationists and ground‐moving wildlife, such as mousedeer, pangolins,
snakes, tortoises and terrapins, further to the east from the MacRitchie Forest,
even if Lornie Road were to be downgraded to a smaller road. The creation of a
non‐surface freeway all the way, or even partially, together with the partial
dismantling of Lornie Road will allow for ground connectivity between the
MacRitchie Forest and the Bukit Brown woodlands. This would be to the benefit
of plant and animal life, much of it threatened, which is currently hemmed in by
Lornie Rd to a species‐rich but highly compromised and narrow forest fragment.
This can be a challenging engineering opportunity that could showcase
the talent of Singapore and set a benchmark for Asia in sustainable development.
As emphasized by our President, Dr. Tony Tan, “Singapore has a need to
implement clean and sustainable environmental measures while maintaining
high economic growth; however it is possible to convert our environmental
issues into an economic opportunity.” (Singapore International Energy Week,
9‐12 November 2011)
The Nature Society (Singapore) focuses its energies on sharing knowledge about
and highlighting the value of our natural heritage, not for the sake of flora and
fauna alone, but for the increased quality of life for people that accrues from
safeguarding and celebrating nature. With the modifications of plans that are
currently in place for Bukit Brown, we believe that the nation has an opportunity
to secure the long‐term sustainability of one of Singapore’s most diverse forest
patches, provide a better future for populations of threatened wildlife, create
recreational and education opportunities for Singaporeans, and in the process
save a priceless part of our history and cultural heritage. Moreover, in doing so
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Singapore will benefit from the myriad ecosystem services that the 200‐plus
hectare green area will provide.
We are aware of the great effort and thought that has been put into formulating
the current plans for Bukit Brown. We do, however, acknowledge that while
progress often involves compromise, we feel that many of our brightest minds
and most passionate individuals when working together can make Singapore
even more special and endearing than it already is. We believe that making Bukit
Brown as green and heritage‐rich as possible provides us with a special
opportunity to do so.
Dated: 12 December 2011

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
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Appendix
This Checklist of the Nature Society's Bird Group has been updated in
December 2011.
The common & scientific names of the species recorded, their residence and abundance
status follows that of the Society's Pocket Checklist of the Birds of the Republic of
Singapore.
Birds of the Republic of Singapore (2007). Their conservation status
follows that of The Singapore Red Data Book (2008).
Legend
Residence Status
RB = Resident Breeder
R (B) =Resident, breeding ?
WV = Winter Visitor
PM = Passage Migrant
MB = Migrant Breeder
NBV = Non-breeding Visitor
I = Introduced

Abundance Status
A = Abundant
C = Common
U = Uncommon
R = Rare

Conservation Status
CR = Critically Endangered
EN = Endangered
VU = Vulnerable
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S/No. Name

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus
Sunda Pygmy Woodpecker Dendrocopus moluccensis
Rufous Woodpecker Celeus brachyurus
White-bellied Woodpecker Dryocopus javensis
Banded Woodpecker Picus miniaceus
Laced Woodpecker Picus vittatus
Common Goldenback Dinopium javenense
Lineated Barbet Megalaima lineata
Coppersmith Barbet Megalaima haemacephala
Oriental Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis
White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis
Black-capped Kingfisher Halcyon pileata
Collared Kingfisher Todiramphus chloris
Blue-throated Bee-eater Merops viridis
Blue-tailed Bee-eater Merops philippinus
Banded Bay Cuckoo Cacomantis sonnerati
Rusty-breasted Cuckoo Cacomantis sepulcralis
Violet Cuckoo Chrysococcyx xanthorhynchus
Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopacea
Chestnut-bellied Malkoha Phaenicophaeus sumatranus
Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis
Lesser Coucal Centropus bengalensis

Abundance
Status

Residence
Status

Conservation
Status

Forest/Woodland
Species

U
A
U
R
C
C
C
U
C
C
C
U
A
C
C
U
U
U
C
U
U
C

RB
RB
RB
R(B)
RB
RB
RB
IRB
RB
RB & WV
RB
WV & PM
RB
MB
WV
RB
RB
RB & WV
RB & WV
RB
RB
RB

EN

F/W

CR

F/W
F/W
F/W

F/W
F/W

F/W

VU
EN

F/W
F/W
F/W
F/W
F/W
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23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47

Tanimbar Corella Cacatua goffini
Blue-crowned Hanging Parrot Loriculus galgulus
Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri
Red-breasted Parakeet Psittacula alexandri
Long-tailed Parakeet Psittacula longicauda
Black-nest Swiftlet Collocalia maxima
Edible-nest Swiftlet Collocalia fuciphaga
Asian Palm Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis
House Swift Apus nipalensis
Grey-rumped Treeswift Hemiprocne longipennis
Collared Scops Owl Otus lempiji
Spotted Wood Owl Strix seloputo
Large-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus macrurus
Rock Pigeon Columba Livia
Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis
Common Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica
Zebra Dove Geopelia striata
Pink-necked Green Pigoen Treron vernans
Thick-billed Green Pigeon Treron curvirostra
Jambu Fruit Dove Ptilinopus jambu
Red-legged Crake Rallina fasciata
White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus
Black Baza Aviceda leuphotes
Crested Honey-buzzard Pernis ptilorhyncus
Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus

C
U
U
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
R
C
A
C
U
C
A
U
U
U
C
C
C
C

IRB
R(B)
IRB
IRB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
R (B)
RB
RB
RB
NBV
RB & WV
RB &WV
WV & PM
WV & PM
RB

EN

F/W
F/W
F/W

CR

F/W
F/W
F/W

F/W

EN
VU

F/W
F/W
F/W
F/W
F/W
F/W
F/W

19

48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72

White-bellied Sea Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster
Japanese Sparrowhawk Accipiter gularis
Rufous-bellied Eagle Hieraaetus kierenii
Changeable Hawk-eagle Spizaetus cirrhatus
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus
Asian Fairy-bluebird Irena puella
House Crow Corvus splendens
Large-billed Crow Corvus macrorhynchos
Black-naped Oriole Oriolus chinensis
Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus
Asian Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi
Common Iora Aegithina tiphia
Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa dauurica
Ferrugicous Flycatcher Muscicapa ferruginea
Oriental Magpie-robin Copsychus saularis
White-rumped Shama Copsychus malabaricus
Asian Glossy Starling Aplonis panayensis
Daurian Starling Sturnus sturninus
Common Myna Acridotheres tristis
White-vented Myna Acridotheres javanicus
Common Hill Myna Gracula religiosa
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica
Pacific Swallow Hirundo tahitica
Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica
Asian House Martin Delichon dasypus

C
C
R
U
U
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
U
U
R
C
C
C
A
U
A
C
U
U

RB
WV & PM
WV
RB
WV
RB
IRB
RB
RB
RB
WV & PM
RB
WV & PM
WV & PM
RB
RB
RB
WV & PM
RB
IRB
RB
WV & PM
RB
WV & PM
PM

EN

F/W
F/W
F/W
F/W
F/W
F/W
F/W
F/W
F/W
F/W

EN
CR

F/W

F/W
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73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90

Straw-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus zeylanicus
Black-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus atriceps
Yellow-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus goiavier
Olive-winged Bulbul Pycnonotus plumosus
Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius
Dark-necked Tailorbird Orthotomus atrogularis
Rufous-tailed Tailorbird Orthotomus sericeus
Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis
Striped Tit-babbler Macronous gularis
Orange-bellied Flowerpecker Dicaeum trigonostigma
Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker Dicaeum cruentatum
Brown-throated Sunbird Anthreptes malaccensis
Purple-throated Sunbird Nectarinia sperata
Olive-backed Sunbird Nectarinia jugularis
Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga siparaja
Little Spiderhunter Arachnothera longirostris
Forest Wagtail Dendronanthus indicus
Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata

U
R
A
C
C
C
U
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
U
U
C

RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
WV & PM
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
WV & PM
RB

EN
CR

F/W
F/W
F/W
F/W
F/W
F/W
F/W

F/W
F/W
F/W
F/W

Summary
Total Species Recorded
Resident: RB & R(B)

= 90
= 66
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Migrant Breeder: MB
Non-breeding Visitor: NBV
Migratory: WV & PM
Introduced resident: IRB

=
=
=
=

Nationally Threatened Species
(Listed in The S'pore Red Data Book)
1) Red Junglefowl (EN)
2) White-bellied Woodpecker (CR)
3) Rusty-breasted Cuckoo (VU)
4) Violet Cuckoo (EN)
5) Blue-crowned Hanging Parrot (EN)
6) Spotted Wood Owl (CR)
7) Thicked-billed Pigeon (EN)
8) Red-legged Crake (VU)
9) Changeable Hawk Eagle (EN)
10) Oriental Magpie Robin (EN)
11) White-rumped Shama (CR)
12) Straw-headed Bulbul (EN)
13) Black-headed Bulbbul (CR)

= 13

Total Forest/Woodland (F/W) Species
Resident: RB & R(B)
Migrant Breeder:

1
1
16
6

= 49
= 35
=1
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Non-breeding Visitor: NBV
Migratory: WV & PM
Introduced Resident: IRB
Rare Resident F/W Species
1) White-bellied Woodpecker
2) Spotted Wood Owl
3) White-rumped Shama
4) Black-headed Bulbul
Uncommon Resident F/W Species
1) Red Junglefowl
2) Rufous Woodpecker
3) Banded-Bay Cuckoo
4) Rusty-breasted Cuckoo
5) Violet Cuckoo
6) Chestnut-bellied Malkoha
7) Greater Coucal
8) Blue-crowned Hanging Parrot
9) Common Emerald Dove
10) Thick-billed Green Pigeon
11) Red-legged Crake
12) Changeable Hawk Eagle
13) Common Hill Myna

=1
= 10
= 2
=4

= 15
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14) Rufous-tailed Tailorbird
15) Little Spiderhunter
The Checklist is compiled for the Bird Group by Ho Hua
Chew, Sutari Supari & Lee Ee Ling
with contribution from the following: Alan Owyong, Wing
Chong,
Jimmy Chew, Yap Chun Kui, Tsang Kwok Choong, Georgina
Chin &
Leong Tzi Ming.
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